Hazel tree (Corylus avellana L.) is a rare species in the landscapes on the Mediterranean Iberian Peninsula, where it always grows as infrequent specimens in hygrophilous forest communities associated with river canyons, on moist shady slopes and riverine forest fringes, among other sites (QUESADA & al., 2009; RODRÍGUEZ GUITIÁN, 2010) . There is only one reported hazel tree forest community in centralsouthern Iberian Peninsula: the supramediterranean formations of Sub-Baetic mountain territories (Albacete-Jaén provinces), corresponding to the association Geo urbani-Coryletum avellanae F. RIVAS-MARTÍNEZ & al., 2001 , 2002 . These forest formations grow on deep calcareous-dolimitic soils in canyons and narrow shady valleys.
The presence of hazel trees throughout the landscapes of Castile-La Mancha is well known. However the references to the territory of Ciudad Real are very scarce and not always sufficiently documented; we only have some unpublished technical reports (CABRERA & FLOX, 1999 /2000 and documents (GARCÍA RÍO, 2000) , in addition to other published references in collective compilations (VERDE & al., 2000; CHARCO & al., 2008; GOSÁLVEZ & al., 2009, among others) . For some years we have been studying the area covered by hazel tree forest formations growing on steep slopes and small shady canyons in the Middle Basin of the Guadiana River (areas with a lower mesomediterranean thermotype, from 510 to 550 m asl). This forest type is certainly a relict refugee community growing on deep moist soils in the study area, an attractive natural area located between the Montes de Toledo to the north and Sierra Morena to the south, and known as Comarca de Los Montes de Ciudad Real.
Our contribution is the first documented reference to hazel tree forest formations in the territory of Ciudad Real growing in areas with a mesomediterranean thermotype; we include some herbarium vouchers conserved in the Herbarium of the Faculty of Pharmacy, Complutense University, Madrid (MAF) (see Appendix, herbarium vouchers). Table 1 shows several relevés taken in the territories around the Guadiana River, on the El Campillo estate, in Ciudad Real, Spain, 38º58'39''N, 4º24'5''W, during the last years. This table contains eight relevés which reveal the floristic, vegetational and ecological characterisation of these peculiar formations. Some edaphohygrophilous tree species are common, such as Salix atrocinerea and Fraxinus angustifolia; along with several characteristic species such as Athyrium filix-foemina, Carex pendula, Chamaeiris foetidissima, Narcissus portensis, Osmunda regalis, and Ranunculus ficaria.
We propose to frame these hazel tree formations in a new association: Chamaeirido foetidissimae-Coryletum avellanae ass. nova hoc loco (Table 1 ; holotypus, relevé no. 7), within the edapho-hygrophilous forest alliance Populion albae, Fraxino angustifoliaeUlmenion minoris suballiance (see Appendix, phytosociological scheme following the proposals of RIVAS-MARTÍNEZ & al., 2001) . These forest formations point to a dynamic community related with ash tree (Fraxinus angustifolia) and western oak (Quercus broteroi) forests developed in lowlands on deep alluvial soil; we believe they represent serial pre-forest stages or even permanent communities in highly protected and wet areas such as steep slopes, ravines and shady canyons, among others. Their biogeographical distribution covers at least the mountain territories in the Middle Guadiana River Basin (northern and eastern territories of Lusitania and Extremadura subprovince, western-Iberian Mediterranean province, westernMediterranean subregion, Mediterranean biogeographical region).
The landscape significance of this new proposed forest unit is explained by the history and dynamics of the natural vegetation in the study area. Historical references show that the potential distribution of this vegetation type was much larger than at present, when its main threats come from over-hunting and human management activities.
